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Mark Twains Many Jobs

Mark Twain has had many jobs throughout his life. Many of them have affected his writing, including how he wrote, his writing skills, and his opinion on the world outside him. He continually wrote throughout his life, if he wasn’t writing for a newspaper he was writing a novel. The amount he wrote during jobs or for leisure greatly affected his skill at writing.

The first job that really exploded his writing career was when he was a steamboat captain (Mark Twain Biography 8). It created memories of his childhood, and let loose his childish side in writing (Mark Twain Biography 8). He published several books from childhood memories like “The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.” Pursuing his dream to be a steamboat captain kept him in an optimistic mood which was later reflected in his writing (Mark Twain 4). His style of writing during this period of time was directed to people’s childish side, giving them a sense of adventure keeping them interested in his writing (Samuel Clemens Biography 4). His name slowly started to be recognized as a famous author (Mark Twain 4).

Since the Civil War broke out the Confederate army seized his steamboat to be used for other purposes (Samuel Clemens Biography 5). Mark Twains dream career was gone forever, so he joined a militia and began writing about politics (Mark Twain Biography 9). Even though Mark Twain resigned after two weeks, his writing still reflected his opinion on the war (Samuel Clemens Biography 5). His literary works showed he didn’t like war, and he often included politics in his writings (Mark Twain 4). This period in his life changed him to write more openly and about his opinion (Mark Twain 4).

After he resigned Twain decided to go to Nevada with his brother, Orion, to become a professional miner (Mark Twains Life and Works 12). He never struck it rich, and soon began living in poverty again (Mark Twain Biography 12). His writing soon became more depressed (Mark Twain Biography 12). His book “Roughing It” reflects his mood in his experiences at being a miner (Mark Twain 5). He and his brother built a small cabin where they would mine for gold all day (Mark Twain 5). He soon he was saved by Joe Goodman, owner and editor of The Virginia City Enterprise (Samuel Clemens Biography 6).

Throughout Twains life, he worked for several newspaper companies or got paid to write. These jobs greatly affected his writing for the simple fact that he was always practicing. His very first job was working for Hannibal’s newspaper when he was 12, and he soon took over the company with his brother (Mark Twain 3). You can trace phases of Mark Twain’s life by his writing (Mark Twains Life and Works 18). His view on life was always brought out in his writing (Mark Twains Life and Works 18). If he was striking it rich or he was at a happy time in his life, his writing became optimistic. When he was scraping by on low wages and little food, his writing was more depressing. He published several good books during his careers in writing for people. His name soon began to rise in popularity as more of his writing was read by the public (Samuel Clemens Biography 3).

Soon Tragedy struck Twains life. He got married and had kids. His life came to a screeching halt and he settled down. A couple years later his kids had died and his wife also (Mark Twain Biography 15). He began writing for a publisher. He often put his money in faulty inventions, which soon caused him to become bankrupt (Mark Twain Biography 15). His work soon became very depressed (Mark Twain 16). He began writing about human greed, cruelty and questioned humanity (Mark Twain 16). He began making anti government speeches which caused his reputation to be destroyed, and some people even labeled him as a traitor (Mark Twain 16). Several of Twains works were not published because his publisher was sacred of losing his marketable reputation, or magazines would not accept them (Mark Twain Biography 15). Twain soon died at the age of 74.

Mark Twain was a very hard worker often living a rich and lavish life while also having a life of poverty and hard ship. He began writing since he was a boy and came out with some famous literary works. Some of his work has been banned in libraries because of the dialect he uses. One of his most famous works was “The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.” The book is still used in schools throughout the country. He created a lasting impression on America, and has become a well-known author.
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